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October Meeting
NE HUNDRED EIGHTY-TWO
lawyers and guests enjoyed the
excellent program presented at
the October meeting of this Associa-
tion.
This luncheon meeting was held in
honor of forty-one new members of
the Colorado Bar, who were sworn in
that morning by the Supreme Court.
The Supreme Court changed its former
procedure and the address of Acting
Chief Justice John H. Denison was
delivered at this meeting instead of
following the oath in the Supreme
Court Chambers as heretofore.
President Robert L. Stearns presid-
ed and after welcoming the guests on
behalf of this Association, introduced
Justice Denison, who reminded the
new lawyers that whereas in England
every new member of the Bar upon
his admission must tender his Inn of
Court a dinner costing approximately
$2,000, yet, upon this occasion, tile
new members were recipients of a free
dinner given by the Bar Association as
a token of good fellowship.
He then called attention to the re-
cent remark of the Lord Chief Justice
of England that the administration of
justice was more important to the
people than anything else, and in this
connection, stated that these new
members had chosen to join a profes-
sion which bears a greater proportion
of the responsibilities of the country
than any other. He also stated it was
necessary that the Bar be maintained
upon a high plane in order to accom-
plish the proper administration of jus-
tice, and that the people must have
confidence in the Bar. He thought
that the confidence of the people in the
administration of justice would con-
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tinue only so long as their confidence
in the Bar continued. He called atten-
tion to the English Inns of Court
whereby the traditions of the profes-
sion were studied and absorbed. He
also called attention to the experiment
about to be conducted by Yale Uni-
versity. He stated that they had re-
ceived the sum of $3,500,000 with which
to build a law school covering an en-
tire block where every law student
would live and study with his class-
mates and instructors. The entering
class was to be limited to one hundred
men. The fundamental purpose was
to approach to some extent the Eng-
lish system of Inns of Court. He
thought this was a step in the right
direction.
He closed by admonishing the new
members to take a deep interest in
their new profession and to study and
exemplify the best traditions of the
Bar of the United States and of the
State of Colorado.
President Stearns, after explaining
the purposes and scope of the Denver,
Colorado and American Bar Associa-
tions, introduced Donald C. McCreery,
President of The Colorado Bar Associa-
tion.
Mr. McCreery, after welcoming the
new members on behalf of that Asso-
ciation, cautioned them that there was
no royal road to success; that only
years of hard work would enable them
to succeed. He reminded, them, how-
ever, that in the profession there is a
great fellowship among its members,
and that they might rest assured that
they would receive the aid and assis-
tance of the older members of the
Bar in the solution of any of their
problems.
President Stearns then remarked
that he had not attained the age which
would entitle him to reminisce but that
he was reminded of the remark made
by a person in the office where he com-
menced to practice. This party occa-
sionally asked his opinion on legal
questions and one day following such
a question and answer, remarked to
Mr. Stearns that he always liked to get
the opinion of the other members of
the office as a matter of consolation
because he found that they generally
agreed with him but thdt the textbooks
did not.
President Stearns then explained
that Senator Charles S. Thomas, who
was to have been the principal speak-
er was unable to be present and in this
connection, he read the following let-
ter from Mr. Thomas:
"Hon. Robert L. Stearns,
Pres. Denver Bar Assn.
My dear Sir:
Due to an acute bronchial compli-
cation, I was advised by my physi-
cian to cancel my engagement to
speak to the recently admitted mem-
bers of the Bar tomorrow noon, un-
der the auspices of The Denver Bar
Association.
As I had postponed the date of my
return to Washington for this occa-
sion, you may realize how irritating
and disappointing is my enforced
abstention from your program, for
my physician says that I shall prob-
ably be all right in a couple of days,
or such a matter, provided I can
manage to keep my- mouth shut dur-
ing the interval. I am thus denied
the pleasure of taking part in the
immediate event and at the same
time burdened with the imposition
of a task both difficult and unusual.
I am thus made to realize the
truth of the aphorism, that, "Hell is
disqualification in the face of op-
portunity"; and also reminded of the
negro preacher's warning that, "Man
composes but de Lord, He decom-
poses". Yet, it may be well to add
that "Old folks must step carefully
or step off"
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I take comfort, however, in the
thought that your audience will
profit by the substitution of a better
man in my stead; one whose words
of counsel and wisdom drawn from
the experiences of his own past will
more than compensate for any loss
which may come from my disability
to comply with its expectations.
May I ask you, therefore, to ex-
tend my greetings to the newly fledg-
ed members of the profession whose
careers are at their threshold. May
their plans and ambitions be fairly
realized, and their progress to fame
and fortune be constant and unbrok-
en. And, may the time soon come
when each and every of them will
know fully as much law as I thought




He then introduced Tyson S. Dines,
of the Denver Bar, who had consented
at the last minute to "pinch-hit" for
Senator Thomas.
Mr. Dines in opening, stated that the
practice of law embraces some knowl-
edge of all of the sciences and, for that
reason, studious habits alone enable a
member of this profession to rise to a
high place in it.
He then read the following quotation
from a speech of Joseph H. Choate de-
livered at a dinner tendered him by the
Bench and Bar of England upon his
retirement as Ambassador' to England
from the United States, which was as
follows:
"I started in life with a belief that
our profession in its highest walks
afforded the most noble employment
in which any man could engage, and
I am of the same opinion still. Un-
til I became an Ambassador and en-
tered the terra incognita of diplo-
macy I believed a man could be of
greater service to his country and
his race in the foremost ranks of
the Bar than anywhere else; and I
think so still. To be a priest, and
possibly a high priest, in the temple
of justice, to serve at her altar and
aid in her administration, to main-
tain and defend those unalienable
rights of life, liberty, and property
upon which the safety of society de-
pends, to succor the oppressed and
to defend the innocent, to maintain
constitutional rights against all vio-
lations, whether by the Executive,
by the Legislature, by the resistless
power of the Press, or, worst of all,
by the ruthless rapacity of an un-
bridled majority, to rescue the scape-
goat and restore him to his proper
place in the world-all this seemed
to me to furnish a field worthy of
any man's ambition."
He stated that it was important that
lawyers abide by the ethics of their
profession. He told of a case which
he was about to try before a Judge in
Shannon County, Missouri, when a
young man. He and his opponent
found that the case could not be tried
before the regular Judge and they
stipulated that it be tried before a
Judge, who was a close personal friend
of Mr. Dines, and with whom he had
gone on fishing and hunting trips. Mr.
Dines thought that he had presented a
good case, and finding himself alone
in the courtroom with the Judge after
its completion, he thought he had won
his case, but in going out the old Judge
put his hand upon his shoulder and
said, "Tyson, I'm afraid he's got us."
Mr. Dines stated that there he got a
vision of the true Anglo-Saxon justice,
that knows no friend and knows no
enemy, a certain and true guardian of
the rights of men.
He then related the incident when an
eminent member of the Bar in Missouri
was about to try an equity case before
a Judge, who was known to be his
enemy. Neither the Judge nor the
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lawyer had any use for each other.
This being shortly after the Civil War,
when men's passions and guns were
equally in evidence, certain members
of the Bar suggested that it would be
well to try this case before some other
Judge. The lawyer, however, said that
he had no use for the Judge, but that
he could not make the statement or
swear that he thought he could not re-
ceive justice before him. As a matter
of fact, Mr. Dines said, the lawyer
tried this case before his worst enemy
and received a favorable decision. In
this connection, he cautioned the new
members never to impugn the integrity
of the court because of their own de-
feat.
He then cautioned the new members
not to think that they had to ask lots
of questions everytime they cross-
examined a witness, and in this con-
nection, he related the story of two
farmers who fought a terrible fight.
and one emerged from the fight minus
an ear. The only witness was a back-
ward sort of fellow, who refused to
talk about what he had seen. The
other farmer was charged with may-
hem, and at the trial the prosecuting
witness testified that the defendant bit
off his ear, but that they were fighting
over newly cut hazel bush stubs, on
which the ear might have been cut
off. The reticent witness was finally
called and stated the same facts. Upon
cross-examination, he explained that
he did not see the defendant bite off
the ear, but that he knew that'he had
bitten it off but admitted at the same
time it might have been cut off by the
hazel bush stubs. Mr. Dines said the
defendant's lawyer should have stopped
at this point, but instead he made the
mistake of asking why if all these
things were true the witness was so
certain that the defendant had bitten
off the ear. The witness replied to this
question by saying that after the fight,
he had seen him spit it out.
He told of the time when he and
Senator Thomas were trying a mining
case and a deaf and somewhat reluc-
tant witness was attempting to testify
that he was sure that the discovery
shaft was more than ten feet deep on
a certain day. He stated on cross-
examination by Mr. Thomas that he
knew this because a man six feet high
was standing more than five feet below
the surface shoveling loose dirt out
over the top on the day in question.
Mr. Thomas believing the witness to be
lying became somewhat facetious and
asked the witness what the man looked
like. The witness replied that -he was
just an ordinary looking man. Senator
Thomas then said, "Was he as good
looking a man as I am?" After some
difficulty, the witness was finally made
to understand the question and very
carefully looked Mr. Thomas over from
head to foot and after a considerable
pause finally said, "Just about."
Mr. Dines in concluding cautioned
the members that they were ministers
at the Temple of Justice; that this was
an honor which they should appre-
ciate; that in connection with it there
were very definite duties to be perform-
ed, much pleasure to be found in it




As one of the purposes of THE
RECORD is to afford a means for free
expression by members of the bar on
subjects of benefit to the profession,
and as the widest range of opinion is
desirable in order that the different
aspects of these matters may be pre-
sented, the editors assume no respon-
sibility for the opinions in signed ar-
ticles, the fact of their publication in-
dicating only the belief of the editors
that the subject treated merits con-
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